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FAME W @& BY 


8 (I rcromny hams RI. 
Thou, for whom Ceſar, reſtleſs fought, 
And Regulus his godlike ſuffering ſought ; 
What can the ſenſe of mortals tame; 

And Nature's deepeſt murmurings huſh, 
That thus on Death they ruth ? ; 

That horror thus and anguiſh they conteoll, 

Touched by thy airy power, that lifts the daring ſoul ? 


20 


The Indian on the burning iron'bound, 
By buſy torturers compaſſed round, - 
Beholds thee, and is pleaſed z  _ ' * 
And, with a towering frenzy ſeized; 
Tells them they know not how to kill; 
Demands a torment fit for men to feel, 


And dictates ſome new pang, ſome more envenomed wound. 


1 


; III. 


The female ſpirit, till, . 
And timorous of ill, | | 
In ſofteſt climes, by thy commanding will, 
Dauntleſs can mount the mournful pyre, 
Where a dead huſband waits the funeral fire. 
No unbecoming human fear | 
The exalted ſacrifice delays ; 
In youth, in beauty's flow'ring year, 
Serene, ſhe mingles with the blaze, 
Beholds, unmoved, the gazers' boſoms heave, 
And takes, without a tear, her conſecrated leave. 
IV. 
The hall of Odin rang.— 
Amidſt the barbarous clang 
Of boaſtful chiefs and dire alarms, 
The warrior hears thy magic cry, 
Thundering, "T's arms, to arms.” 
Struck by the ſound, behold him fly, 
Oer the ſicep mountain's icy bar, 
And drive before him Shout and Pain, 
And Slaughter mad, the dogs of war ; 


1 * 1 
Then, of his bootleſs trophies vain, 
Back to the hall of Death return, 
And brood upon the name, which his wide ruins earn. 


V. 


I The orator renowned, 
Foe to tyrannic outrage blind, 
At whoſe dread voice ſtood Macedon aftound ; 
What moved his mighty mind ? 
He ſaw the Grecian genius braved, 
And his own Athens half enſlaved 3 
- Beſet by woes, | 
By baſe, degenerate, treaſonous foes, 
And overwhelmgd by arms: 
Amidſt theſe congregated harms, 
He meditates the proud relief of death; 
And, whilſt the future he ſurveyſd i 
Thus burſt into prophetic breath: 
My deeds ſhall ſound, 
Through all the wondering nations round, 
Where ever Freedom's honours ſhall be found, 
And all my preſent ills ſhall be by Fame o'erpaid.” 
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8 . 
Long on the watery waſte Columbus hung, 
When Nature now with boding tongue, | 
| Seemed to pronounce his doom! 
Famine ſmote the blaſted crew— 
Portentous tides beneath him flew— > 
Her aid the aſtoniſhed card withdrew : | 
And plunging to an untried grave, . 
Deſperate, he ſeemed the abyſs to brave 
Of Ocean's wild, immeaſurable womb. OR 
85 ä VII. A ; 
- Reſcued, at TY from Ruin's ways, 
In vain Iberis's thankleſs hore he ſought, 
And a new world in triumph brought. 
| Envy, her ſlanders lewdly brays ; 
His godlike toil, a ruffian train betrays. 
Penſive he pauſed——dejected for mankind, 
And half his lofty: thought reſigned ; - 
When Glory beamed upon his wink 
And bade him ne'er bow down to . 
Till o'er the vaſt Atlantick deep 
His ſails adventurous he again unfurled, 


| And ſnatched a deathleſs name from his recovered world. 


I 
| VIIL 
Brief is the frame of mortal birth : 
Wherefore the unſubmitting mind 
mp Leſs brooks to paſs forgotten into earth ; 
| And whilſt, to anxious doubt inclined, 
It longs for ſome etherial ſcope, _ 
| Whereon to reſt the aſpiring hope, 
Fame cries from heaven, Be bruve 
Dare greatly and thy name ſhall live, 
5 « And thou upon the tongues of men ſurvive, 
cc Though death ſhould ſhut thee up in an eternal grave. 


Ix. | 
| Hence that unquenched luſt, 
In nobleſt minds the nobleſt deeds to dare; 
| That, ſhould they fink in duſt, 
Their "_ may renounce this footing doom n 
d, ſhaking off the tomb, 
May. an through the living air, 
And traverſe earth with their renown, 
And eternize their date, by an immortal crown. 
= 
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Hiero had obtained the crown of Syracuſe, in the iſland of Sicily 


He had founded a new city, which he called AÆtna, from its 
neighbourhood to the mountain of that name. The river Amena 
ran through it. This city be had peopled with a colony of Dorian 
or Spartan origin, highly tenacious of the free Dorian or Spartan 
law, as all of that ertraction were. The Dorians were de- 
 ſeended from Pamphilus and Hercules. The Heraclide, or 
offspring of Hercules, ſprung from Pindus, and delt near 
Taygetus, both mountains in tbe neighbourhood of Sparta, or 
Amycle ; for Pindar uſes the latter name for Sparta. Not 
diftant from thence was Argos, the country of the'Tyndaride, 
or deſcendants of Tyndarus, viz. "Caftor, Pollux, Cc. © Thus 
all this genealogy becomes cunnected with the ſubject. This new 
city Hiero intended for his fon Dinomenes, who had juft obtained 
the four-horſe prize. Hiero ume vas proclaimed victor by 
the ſtile of Hiero of Ee. 


This being the firſt ode of pad on the Pythian games, over which 
Apollo prefided, as well as over the" lyre which Pindar was to 
uſe, he with propriety addreſſes himſelf to the lyre of that God. 
He celebrates its efficacy in appeaſing the divine minds; and firſt, 


nm pacifying Jove, which he poetically expreſſes, by ſaying, that 


it extinguiſhes the inſtrument of his wrath, the Thunderbolt ; and 


- compoſes and puts to reſt bis thunder-bearer, the Eagle. He then 


mentions its power in ſiriking terror into the enemies of the 
Gods, and inflances Typhon the giant, who, for his rebellion, 
had been thrown by way of puniſhment under mount Ætna, and 


. 

under the whole iſlands of Sicily and Cuma. Thus he takes. an 

opportunity of deſcribing the eruptions of Atna, which are 

reaſonably ſuppoſed to have been at that time a new phenomenon, . 
as it is alſo believed upon good foundation, that there had been, 

not long before this ode was written, a remarkable eruption, = 

From this deſcription be naturally falls to mention Hiero's city in 
the neighbourhood of the mountain, and the victory of its Founder, 


which. gave occaſion to his poem. Pindar wrote no leſs than. + LU 
four odes on Hiero, founded upon ſucceſſes of a ſimilar nature; a” {2 
 grea gra of bs till, and « juifeain of be a | 


| Hiero * afflicted nh the 1 and carriedin a liter, he compares. 

him artfully to Philoctetes the ſon of Pæan, without whom, though, 

fick and diſabled, that great event of. Grecian ſtory, the deſtruc-, 

tion of Troy, could not have been effetted. And he is the more 

juſtified in this alluſion, by a neighbouring prince having juſt be- 

fore been under a neceſſity of ſupplicating him for his aid, though. 

infirm; in the ſame manner as the.Gracian heroes were obliged, 

fo go to Lemnos, to convey Pbihetetes from hence. to Troy, be- 
fore they could Kanne. : | 


Pindar then paſſes to the a gained N Dinomenes, ſon to Hier, 
and addreſſes the remainder of bis ode to him, as the future king 
of Atna. Here it is that be introduces the Dorian origin of 
that colony, and commemorates the Dorick love of freedom, and 
Hiero's eſtabliſhment of the Dorian or Spartan laws in Rina. 
He paſſes to a memorable ara of Syracuſan glory, when the 
 Syracuſans ſupported the liberties of Greece, and deſtroyed before 
Cuma the fleets of the Pbæniciant, or Carthaginians, and of the 
 Tuſctans. He does this, he ſays, to animate Dinomenes and bis 


355 


deſeendants to the ſame noble conduct, as on a like — he | 
would celebrate in Athens, and in Sparta, the naval defeat of 
the Perfians at Salamis, and their - overthrow by land at 
Citharon. He excuſes. his not dwelling longer on the glory of 

| Syracuſe, by remarking the excellence of brevity, and the envy 

| with which all nations hear the praiſes of others ; and concludes 
with recommending to Dinomenes the practice of juſtice, truth, 
munificence, and humanity ; and a perſeverance in the purſuit of 


I have not followed Pindar's meaſure of ſtropbe, antiſtrophe, and 
' epode. The accompaniment of muſic and dancing with which 
his odes were attended, made that regularity ornamental, in the 
original ; whilſt the harmonious and flexible conſtruction of the 
Greek language rendered it eaſy. We have not the ſame reaſon 
for the prattice which he had, and we have many reaſons againſt 
it from the nature of our language, which he had not. For the © 
reſt, it has been my endeavour to be as literal as I could be, with- N a 
out making Pindar too hard and unpoetical to his Engliſh reader, 
which he certainly was not to bis reader i in Greek. "0 __ 
ſhould yield to greater. 
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By thy immortal thrillings, vanquiſhed and poſſeſſed. 


THE 
FIRST PYTHIAN ODE 


P 1 N D A R. 


"= Golden Lied thou wealth FRED 
Of Phœbus, and the dark- locked Nine; 
Whom the Dance, arbitreſs of joy, obeys; 
Whom, mark the ſingers with reſponſive beat, 

When, lightly-moving, you repeat 

The prelude of your choral lays. 

5 II. 
The forky bolt of unconſumed fire 
You quench ; and on the ſceptre of heayen's fire, 

Ruler of birds, the eagle ſtoops, 
Slumberous, and both-his rapid pinions droops. 
His eye-lids cloſing ſoft, o'er his proud beak” 
You pour dim miſt: his dewy-plumed back 
Upriſes, as he melts in drowſy reſt, 


n HE 5 
Th' impetuous Mars, his ſlaughterous dart 1 
Drops, when thy accents ſooth his heart. 
The minds of Gods thy ſong ſubdues 
By arts Latonian lulled, and the deep-boſomed Muſe. 
But whomſoe er Jove s wrath purſues, 
Through earth, or o'er the ever-reſtleſs main, 
With conſternation hear thy ſtrain. - 
Like hundred-headed Typhon bolt 
Foe to the Gods, whom hell's dread regions het.” 
[12 Him the famed cave, Cilician, bred of old. 
| Dd And Cuma, now, 'with her ſea-bordered . | 
| | And Sicily, his maggy boſom helm. 


1 ; 
| | „„ IV. 
1 | | White Etna, pillar of the ſkies, : „ 
| N urſe of eternal ſnows, incumbent lies; | 
Whoſe ſtreaming fountains dire 
Pour from her boiling caverns floods of fire. 
A fable tide of ſmoke by day 

Forth from her burning entrails burſts it's way. 

By night, ſhe whirls huge mountain fragments round : 

Then to the deep they ſhoot with ruſhing ſound. 


D 


1 
Dire eddies the Vulcanian portent ſpoute, 
Horrid to view | whilſt to her roots 
He lies faſt chained,, and to her crown - 
; Dark with fladowy foreſts brown. 
Meanwhile her craggy bed, through all its ks 


The uncouth monſter's wtithing carcaſe wounds. 


80 may we ne'er thy wrath, © hee cat 
Who rele'ſt the mountain, aac 
Of this exuberumt land. 


| From whenes th' illuſtrious founder cumed - 


| Whilſt chronghout the Pythian find 
Great Hiero' 8 a car, victorious he proclaimed. 


* 8 * 
* 


The voyager t 8 ſtant regions bound | : 
Mounts his tall bark and looks around f 
With chearful greeting, i if he py 0 
A N breeze his Gil fapplys _ | « 

| And augurs quick return. | _ hy | 


| Nor leſs from this auſpicious morn - 


Preſage we that this happy land 

In many a ſong renowned ſhall ſtand 
For ſteeds the winged race to run, 

For triumphs, and for trophies won. 


O 8 0 1 Delian n King N 

Accept this people, and the wreath I bring. 

From heaven deſcend all honours to mankind ; 

And wiſdom, ſtrength, or eloquence, afligned 
A portion at their birth, we find. 

Baut ſtay my Muſe; nor devious fly 

| Beſide thine aim; nor brandiſning on high. 

| Thy 'glittering ſpear, the mark exceed; 

But hurl it far with ſteady ſpeed. 


VIII. 

May every hour on Hiero's head diſtill 
Riches, and ſweet forgetfulneſs of ill. 
And oft may he recall the warlike da 

| Which crowned him with the regal ſway 


Such as no Greek e'er gained before 
And the proud prize of wealth's unbounded ſtore. 


F 
Like Philoctetes now he fought. - 

Suppliant, his aid the Chief, perforce, beſought 
Though brave: : as erſt the mighty rg 

From Lemnos to convey the Archer lame 
Great Pzan's ſon; ho ſole coud overthrow | 

Troy, and bring reſpite. to the Grecian woe, | 

Weak _ he went and _ 2 77 mm e and ſlow. 


e : 5 2 
Thus may ſome God to Hiero grant each prayer! 
And now my ſong thy ſwift career 
Turn to th' equeſtrian palm, exalted meed, 
Late to his young Dinomenes decreed. 


| Hiero ſhall hear well-pleaſed the 1 | 
No foreign tribute to a father's praiſe, 


oo, 
Where to Beere furure Ring & 231 
Where ſhall -we find a firain-to fing ? 


For him the Founder bade theſę walls ariſe ; 
Bade Freedom, offspring of the ſkies, 


(a 
And ſtedfaſt Ratufes guerd his growing lind. 
| And never did th heroie nee 
Of Pemphilos their freeborn rule refgt 57 

And ſtill their equal Dorian law embrace | 
Tube Heraclide far cenowned 28 
By tall Taygetus's woody bound: th 
105 From Pindys drawn 
Who ranged erewhile Amycle's happy laws, d 
Near the white-ſtced Tyndaridæ, whoſe name 
In arms hath filled the world with fame. 


XI. 
Jove hear my words. Such blefling ſtill beſtow 
On all where Amena's fair waters flow, | 
(Rulers and people) wiſdom's ways to know. ; 
So ſhall the guiding Sire his ſon inform 

| To guard his tate from every ſtorm. - 

Grant the Phenician from his peaceful home | 
And ſhouting Tuſcun ceaſe to roam: 
That funk is abje@ terror they deplore 
The ruin of their ſhips, on Cuma's fatal ſhore. 


on 


F an Þ Es 
When Syracuſa's chief their flying train 


Purſuing, whelmed them in the foamy main, 
And freed the. neck of Greece, from ſlavery's galling chain. 


XII. 

Foy m 5 | 
The grace of Athens, and her glory Cs 

In Sparta's ſtreets woud tell aloud . 

Hoy by Citheron $ ſummit proud, 

(His bow barbarick broke) the haughty Median bowed. 
And ſo by Himera's well-watered edge 

Woud 1 thy ſons, Dinomenes, engage, 

Fired by the tale to tread the ways 
of virtuous toil, and honourable praiſe. 


XIII. 


The quick mind ſpurns the loitering ſong. 
Much may be faid in brief, if judgment guide the tongue, | 
Leſs blame impends.—The nations hear averſe 
'Th' impartial ſtrains that others" fame rehearſe. 
Yet ſhrink not thou : nor Envy,. fenr— 
(Than Pity, better far to bear) 5 
But onward preſs, untamed, in glory” s bold career. 
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„ 
O'er thy brave tribes with juſtice reign; 
But chief from falſehood's direſt bane 
Guard well thy lips. Thy lighteſt fault woud ſpread 


Fir round; and many an eye thy ſteps ſhall heed, 


Wherefore, if faithful to thine honoured aim 
Thou ſtill woud'ſt hear the muſic of fair fame, 


From liberal deeds, O ner thy hand reſtrain, 


But with full canvaſs ſweep along the main; 


Nor cheat thy _ _ with I grin. 4 


. 


: XV. 


The memory, after death, AER ed in trains 


* * 


Of verſe, or eloquence, remains. 
Hence, Crœſus, thy benignant virtues thrive | 
In ſweet remembrance, whilſt the tongues of men 
Dire Phalaris with his torturing bull arraign, 


had keep his hideous crimes, and cruelty, alive. 
Thence never does the harp domeſtic tune 


His praiſe among the youth. The ſovereign boon 
Is ame ng next to * renown: 


o —" 
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